
 

 

 

 

May 26, 2021 
Wardens’ Letter 

Dear St. Paul’s Family: 
 
As we head into what we hope will be a summer of increased social contact and outdoor activity, we 
wanted to share with you the inside scoop of all that has been happening on your behalf at St. Paul’s, 
despite the interruptions of COVID-19. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Canon Terry DeForest as our priest-in-charge on the first day of this 
new year.  From the moment he joined us, Terry has continued to provide us with spiritual, practical 
and leadership guidance.  As wardens, we have been meeting monthly with Terry, as a corporation 
and again with our dedicated Parish Council.   We have continued to focus on a full agenda of items 
regarding St. Paul’s at both of these meetings, many of which are featured in the updates below. 
  
The virtual Sunday coffee hours, started by Archdeacon Jim Sandilands, continue to be attended by a 
steady representation of parishioners each week.  Over the last number of weeks, Terry has added a 
brief but rich Prayer service including a reading, a hymn and prayers appropriate to the day which 
begins around 10:45 a.m.  A variety of parishioners take turns leading parts of this service.  We 
welcome you to join us every Sunday or even once in a while.  Either way, we would love to see 
you!   
 
Through February and March, all parishioners were invited to attend small group “Getting to Know 
You” sessions in order to virtually have an opportunity to meet Terry and for him to meet us.  These 
sessions were well attended and provided a great opportunity for small groups to “see” one another 
again! Terry’s contact information is on each week’s Email Blast, and he is eager to hear from 
parishioners with questions, comments or in need of counsel. 
 
In early February Terry organized and led “Coming Home”, a series of virtual prayer reflections 
focused on the ten stained-glass windows in the sanctuary and the scripture stories that inspired 
them. 
 
Lenten Revive was offered, led by Terry via Zoom.  Ten participants met every Tuesday and explored 
our faith and opportunities where we can grow deeper individually and together in our life with 
God.  Throughout Holy Week we were able to join via Zoom with other parish services and to 
celebrate Good Friday with St. Cuthbert’s and our Westdale fellow parishes via Zoom.  We were 
ushered into Easter together with our own parish Easter Vigil service via You Tube. 
 



Virtual St. Paul’s services via You Tube allowed us to share Christmas Eve, Easter and Pentecost 
services in the comfort of our homes but in the fellowship of our beloved St. Paul’s sanctuary with 
familiar faces doing the readings and leading worship and homilies by our own Dr. Michael Knowles 
and Canon Terry DeForest.   For each service, the Sanctuary was beautifully decorated by dedicated 
parishioners enhancing our worship together.  We have also looked forward to regular instalments of 
Jazz Vespers Tasters posted to our Facebook page and we are grateful to Jim Sandilands and the 
other musicians for this uplifting ministry. 
 
Parishioners have gathered virtually with community partners to learn more about home insecurity in 
our communities and to explore how we might contribute and partner with existing outreach.  Stay 
tuned for more on this in the fall.   We continue to have ongoing linkage to Amnesty International and 
parishioners who keep us aware of this ministry. 
 
As we anticipate future reductions of pandemic restrictions, we have reason to believe that using 
technology to provide good quality service recordings will be an asset to our parish.  To that end, we 
have purchased the necessary equipment in order for us to make such recordings.  We are excited to 
move together into the new world of possible concurrent online and in-person worship as our 
management of COVID-19 improves. 
 
A drive by the church reveals the exterior parts of our building that have been renewed with painting, 
repairs and new Lexan protection of the stained-glass Narthex window on the Haddon side and the 
window over the front door facing King Street.  Both provide a well-kept and welcoming appearance 
to our building.  
 
There is no missing the exceptional care of our gardens by our parishioners with green thumbs and 
the gift of their time and efforts to see our property proclaim the glory of the Lord in beautiful living 
colour!  Meanwhile, our staff, Ann and Winston, continue their long diligence in maintaining and 
upgrading the office procedures and upkeep of our beloved church. When St. Paul’s reopens to us 
all, we will see Winston’s newly cleaned and painted spaces, enjoy better Internet connections, and 
benefit from improved processes. Good things continue to happen at St. Paul’s! 
 
We have monthly, detailed updates regarding our finances, which have been impacted by the lack of 
in-person services.  We give thanks for all of you who have utilized preauthorized givings and those 
who drop by with, or mail in, regular and/or special givings.  Thanks to these gifts, and help from the 
federal wage subsidy, we continue to maintain our financial obligations.  We ask that you continue 
with your offerings and to also consider contributing towards the cost of the equipment to enable us to 
share our services to those who cannot access them in person.  While we may not be in attendance 
at church, our mission remains firmly in place and we encourage you to continue to make your 
offerings of thanks so that we can continue our ministry together.  
 
Our webpage is in the process of being updated to reflect more current news. In addition, we hope to 
offer easier ways to give through e-transfers and donor buttons on our website in the coming weeks. 
 
While we long to come together again, there are still so many ways to remain connected.  As a 
parish, we are all invited to pray for one another through our parish prayer roster and we welcome 
you to contact the office with any special prayer needs.  In the meantime, we share together our hope 
of coming together in the days to come! 
 
Blessings from your Wardens, 
  

Rob Howard, Pam Lakin, Louise Briggs and Susan Degner 


